PARABOLIC TEACHING ABOUT CHRIST'S KINGDOM — STUDY GUIDE #2 DALLAS WILLARD LECTURE SERIES

THE PARABOLIC TEACHING ABOUT CHRIST'S KINGDOM

Lesson 2: The Diverse Receptions of the Word of the Kingdom: The Sower
15-Point Chronological Discussion Outline & Worksheet « Dr. Dallas Willard Lecture Series (1983)

1. Personal Interaction Through God's Word

[Audio ~00:00 - 03:45]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 11:27; John 6:45; Matthew 13:1-3

Dallas Willard Insight: Knowing God through His Word depends on heart condition and personal relationship rather than intellectual
cleverness or scholarship.

Discussion Question: Why does understanding God's Word depend on the condition of our heart rather than intellectual
cleverness?

My Notes & Answer:

2. God's Gentle Nature vs. Human Misconceptions

[Audio ~03:45 - 07:15]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 12:18-20; Isaiah 42:1-3

Dallas Willard Insight: People misunderstand God as brutal, whereas Jesus reveals His Kingdom works through gentle truth, love, mercy,
and persuasion.

Discussion Question: How does Jesus' gentle nature challenge human misconceptions that God operates through force and
coercion?

My Notes & Answer:

3. The Universal Invitation & Pressing In

[Audio ~07:15 - 10:30]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 11:12; Luke 16:16; Matthew 4:23-25

Dallas Willard Insight: People from all walks of life pressed freely into Jesus' presence to hear the Gospel and experience Kingdom healing.

I Discussion Question: What does it mean for ordinary people to press directly into the Kingdom without formal religious protocol?

My Notes & Answer:
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4. The Threefold Earthly Ministry of Jesus

[Audio ~10:30 - 14:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 4:23, 9:35; Luke 4:18-19

Dallas Willard Insight: Jesus' earthly ministry consisted of preaching Kingdom availability, teaching Kingdom nature, and ministering
Kingdom power in healing.

Discussion Question: How do preaching availability, teaching nature, and ministering power form the complete threefold ministry
of Jesus?

My Notes & Answer:

5. Kingdom as an Inner Heart Reality

[Audio ~14:00 - 17:30]

Scripture Focus: Luke 17:20-21; Matthew 8:1-13

Dallas Willard Insight: The Kingdom of God is not restricted to places or times; it is a vital, heart-centered connection with God anywhere.

I Discussion Question: Why is the Kingdom of God experienced as an inner heart reality rather than physical locations or rituals?

My Notes & Answer:

6. The Shift to Parables Amid Resistance

[Audio ~17:30 - 21:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:1-10; Mark 4:1-10

Dallas Willard Insight: Jesus began teaching in parables when faced with growing heart resistance, using simple stories without explicit
religious terminology.

Discussion Question: Why did Jesus shift His teaching method to everyday stories when facing growing heart resistance from
listeners?

My Notes & Answer:
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7. God Respects Human Freedom & Growth

[Audio ~21:00 - 24:30]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:11-12; Revelation 3:20

Dallas Willard Insight: God seeks a Kingdom of free, loving disciples rather than forced robots, allowing those who refuse truth to go their
way.

I Discussion Question: Why does God choose to win human hearts freely rather than forcing compliance or rewiring our minds?

My Notes & Answer:

8. Parables as a Diagnostic Filter

[Audio ~24:30 - 28:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:13-15; Isaiah 6:9-10

Dallas Willard Insight: Everyday stories bypass mental resistance in insensitive hearts, testing spiritual receptivity while giving space for
genuine response.

I Discussion Question: How do parables serve as a compassionate filter to test and awaken genuine spiritual receptivity?

My Notes & Answer:

9. Having 'Ears to Hear'

[Audio ~28:00 — 31:30]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:9, 13:43; Mark 4:9

Dallas Willard Insight: Not everyone uses their physical ears for spiritual listening; true hearing requires an open, attentive, and humble
soul.

I Discussion Question: What is the difference between having physical ears and possessing spiritual 'ears to hear' God's Word?

My Notes & Answer:
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10. Why the Sower Parable Comes First

[Audio ~31:30 - 35:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:18; Mark 4:13

Dallas Willard Insight: The Parable of the Sower is foundational because it explains the differing qualities of human receptivity to the
Kingdom message.

I Discussion Question: Why is the Parable of the Sower the essential key to understanding all of Jesus' other parables?

My Notes & Answer:

11. The Power of the Logos of the Kingdom

[Audio ~35:00 - 38:30]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:19; John 1:1, 1:14

Dallas Willard Insight: The seed is the logos—an active, living spiritual power sent by God to structure and organize human reality.

I Discussion Question: How does the logos of the Kingdom operate as an active power that reorganizes human life?

My Notes & Answer:

12. The Four Soils & Soul Conditions

[Audio ~38:30 - 42:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 13:19-23; Mark 4:14-20

Dallas Willard Insight: The same Word produces different outcomes based on heart soil: roadside, shallow rocky ground, thorny anxieties,
or good ground.

Discussion Question: How do Satan's snatching, shallow emotions, and worldly anxieties choke out the living seed of the
Kingdom?

My Notes & Answer:
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13. Never Alone in the Kingdom

[Audio ~42:00 - 45:15]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 28:20; John 14:18; Psalm 23:4

Dallas Willard Insight: Living in the Kingdom cures modern loneliness through the constant, comforting, and abiding presence of the King in
all trials.

I Discussion Question: How does abiding in the King's presence deliver believers from the pervasive modern leprosy of loneliness?

My Notes & Answer:

14. Take Heed How & What You Hear

[Audio ~45:15 - 47:30]

Scripture Focus: Mark 4:24; Luke 8:18

Dallas Willard Insight: Jesus commands us to carefully guard how and what we hear, because our measure of attentive listening
determines further light.

I Discussion Question: Why does Jesus instruct us to take careful heed regarding how and what we listen to?

My Notes & Answer:

15. Repentance as the Humility of Listening

[Audio ~47:30 - 50:00]

Scripture Focus: Matthew 3:2, 4:17; James 1:19-21

Dallas Willard Insight: True Kingdom repentance reveals itself as an inward posture of teachable humility, ready to listen and learn from
anyone.

Discussion Question: How does genuine repentance demonstrate itself through a teachable and humble posture of listening to
God?

My Notes & Answer:
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