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THE PARABOLIC TEACHING ABOUT CHRIST'S KINGDOM
Lesson 8: The Ten Virgins and the Evil Watchman

15-Point Chronological Discussion Outline & Worksheet • Dr. Dallas Willard Lecture Series (1983)

1. Transition from Temple to Spiritual Kingdom
[Audio ~00:00 – 03:45]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 24:1–3; John 4:21–24
Dallas Willard Insight: Following Israel's rejection, Jesus moved focus from physical temple structures to an internal spiritual Kingdom.

Discussion Question: Why did Jesus shift emphasis from visible religious buildings to an invisible, heart-centered spiritual
Kingdom?

My Notes & Answer:

2. The Lord's Absence as a Revealer of Hearts
[Audio ~03:45 – 07:15]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 24:42–44; Luke 12:35–38
Dallas Willard Insight: The physical absence of the Master acts as a crucible, testing and revealing what resides in the human heart.

Discussion Question: How does the apparent delay of the Master expose our true motives and internal character?

My Notes & Answer:

3. The Parable of the Evil Servant
[Audio ~07:15 – 10:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 24:45–49; 2 Peter 3:3–4
Dallas Willard Insight: The evil servant calculated the Master's delay as a chance for self-indulgence and abuse of fellow servants.

Discussion Question: What heart attitude causes a religious person to abuse others and indulge in selfish desires?

My Notes & Answer:
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4. Sudden Reckoning for the Unfaithful
[Audio ~10:30 – 14:00]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 24:50–51; 1 Thess. 5:2–3
Dallas Willard Insight: The Master returns unexpectedly, executing severe judgment and assigning the hypocritical servant his true place.

Discussion Question: Why is hypocritical misconduct during the Master's absence met with such severe divine judgment?

My Notes & Answer:

5. The Parable of the Ten Virgins
[Audio ~14:00 – 17:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:1–4; Luke 12:35
Dallas Willard Insight: Ten virgins went out to meet the bridegroom; five were prudent and prepared, while five were careless and foolish.

Discussion Question: What distinguishes the prudent virgins who carried extra oil from the foolish virgins who carried none?

My Notes & Answer:

6. The Meaning of Oil in the Vessels
[Audio ~17:30 – 21:00]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:4; Zechariah 4:2–6
Dallas Willard Insight: Oil represents the inner spiritual life—a deep reservoir of Holy Spirit enablement that cannot be borrowed.

Discussion Question: What does the oil in the vessels represent in terms of personal spiritual depth and readiness?

My Notes & Answer:
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7. The Midnight Cry and Awakening
[Audio ~21:00 – 24:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:5–7; 1 Thess. 5:6
Dallas Willard Insight: All virgins drowsed during the delay, but when the midnight cry sounded, only the prepared could trim their lamps.

Discussion Question: Why does sudden crisis reveal whether we possess genuine inner spiritual reserves or empty
appearances?

My Notes & Answer:

8. Spiritual Life Cannot Be Borrowed
[Audio ~24:30 – 28:00]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:8–9; Ezekiel 14:14
Dallas Willard Insight: The wise refused to share oil because spiritual character and relationship with God cannot be transferred at
deadline.

Discussion Question: Why is it impossible to borrow faith, spiritual character, or Holy Spirit readiness from someone else?

My Notes & Answer:

9. The Door Is Shut
[Audio ~28:00 – 31:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:10–12; Luke 13:25
Dallas Willard Insight: While the foolish ran to buy oil, the bridegroom arrived, the wedding feast began, and the door was closed.

Discussion Question: What solemn warning does the shut door convey regarding spiritual procrastination and delayed
preparation?

My Notes & Answer:
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10. 'I Do Not Know You'
[Audio ~31:30 – 35:00]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:12; Matthew 7:22–23
Dallas Willard Insight: The bridegroom's response exposes the core issue: lack of intimate, personal acquaintance with the Lord.

Discussion Question: Why is personal relational acquaintance with Jesus the supreme condition for entry into His Kingdom?

My Notes & Answer:

11. Watchfulness as Continuous Readiness
[Audio ~35:00 – 38:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 25:13; Mark 13:33–37
Dallas Willard Insight: Watchfulness is not anxious date-predicting, but maintaining an active inner life attuned to Christ's presence.

Discussion Question: How does true biblical watchfulness differ from anxious speculation about future events?

My Notes & Answer:

12. The Danger of Formal, Empty Religion
[Audio ~38:30 – 42:00]
Scripture Focus: 2 Timothy 3:5; Isaiah 29:13
Dallas Willard Insight: Carrying empty lamps symbolizes maintaining religious routines without cultivating an inner reservoir of spiritual life.

Discussion Question: How do people fall into the trap of carrying empty lamps through lifeless religious participation?

My Notes & Answer:
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13. Cultivating the Reservoir of Grace
[Audio ~42:00 – 45:15]
Scripture Focus: Ephesians 5:18; Colossians 3:16
Dallas Willard Insight: We build oil in our vessels through daily disciplines of prayer, solitude, study, and obedience to the Spirit.

Discussion Question: What daily spiritual practices help us build a deep reservoir of Holy Spirit grace in our souls?

My Notes & Answer:

14. Faithfulness in Small Daily Tasks
[Audio ~45:15 – 47:30]
Scripture Focus: Matthew 24:45–46; Luke 16:10
Dallas Willard Insight: The faithful servant is found simply doing his master's work—feeding and caring for the household routinely.

Discussion Question: How does routine daily faithfulness in ordinary duties prepare us for Christ's return?

My Notes & Answer:

15. Living in the Present Light of Eternity
[Audio ~47:30 – 50:00]
Scripture Focus: 1 John 3:2–3; Romans 13:11–14
Dallas Willard Insight: Expecting Christ's return purifies our present desires, enabling us to walk securely in Kingdom light today.

Discussion Question: How does living in constant expectation of Christ's return purify our daily choices and motives?

My Notes & Answer:


